Zeng Huarong
A Time of Hope and Dreams
Every childhood is filled with different experiences,
but there are dreams in each of them. In a modern
lifestyle where everything is developing at such a
fast rate, with cities expanding, dramatic changes
taking place in towns and the countryside, people
get to enjoy the richness of what a diverse modern
society can provide for them, yet at the same time,
feel the pressure and tension which comes with it.
As we enjoy the rewards of moving forward, the
love and enjoyment of the past seems to be
forgotten.
We cannot stop the times changing, but we can
retain the feelings and memories of wonderful moments. My memories of a time filled with
hope and dreams is mingled in the the faces of the dynamic performers from the last
generation who inspired others with their energy and enthusiasm. Through my latest
creations, my hope is that the generation who experienced those times will be able to
reminisce of a period when hopes and dreams of a brighter future touched a nation. That the
increasingly liberated younger generation will also be able to reflect upon the images and feel
encouraged, even inspired to keep aiming for their hopes and dreams, even when
challenged.
The world is changing at a fast pace, but it is not necessary for us to try to catch up with it. It
is possible to freeze in a time to a place where the last stop was, where all the freshness of
bright lights and dazzling colours captured the senses. The signature of the past can merge
into the present with a new coat of colours, retelling old stories of happiness and beliefs,
giving direction in a new way.
Zeng Huarong October 2011
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Bravely Moving Forward
The Development of an Artist and the Evolution of his Inspirational Characters
During the last four years it has been a privilege to get to know Zeng Huarong as a friend and
to have witnessed his creative development as an artist, observing how the evolution of the
inspirational characters that have continued to capture the admiration of a very diverse
audience from around the world have often paralleled this.
The personality of an artist by nature is often mirrored in their unique creations, revealing to a
greater or lesser degree what they are like as a person and the influences that have driven
them to share this in the medium of their choice. This desire to express what is important and
even inspires them, especially if linked to their own cultural experiences, can motivate an
artist to explore, continually develop and have a true passion for their journey of discovery.
This enthusiasm, joy and energy that vibrates in Zeng Huarong’s paintings, combined with a
confident, intrepid and even fearless zest for life that often exudes from his “golden faced”
characters, have come to reflect how he has grown along with these inspirational heroes that
against the odds prevailed.
Over the years it has often been a pleasure to see the joy on the faces of those who
recognize some of the famous bright-eyed characters with their iconic poses and gestures
from their Yàng Bǎn Xì } Eight Model Plays
roots; telling stories and teachings that as
in the past, still inspire and motivate a new generation. Those who for the first time see his
“golden faced” heroes, whether young or old, regardless of nationality, are instantly
captivated, with them bringing a smile to the faces of their audience.
Over time these easily recognized characters have become increasingly more colourful,
confident, even stoic, with an even greater attention to detail and developed unique
personalities of their own, which becomes apparent when looking at their eyes and the
expressions on their radiant captivating faces.
“Qi lai, qi lai, rise up, rise up!” may these unique artistic creations continue to go forward
fearlessly, with optimistic determination for many years to come, just like the artist who
lovingly strives to bring them to life upon his canvas.
Robert Mason
Art Director - Beijing Central Art Gallery 2012

Childhood Inspirations
In the days when there were shortages of resources, when adults were busy attending
classes taught by the Party and times were full of struggles… The only thing I knew was
missing was that there was not so much food available, but otherwise, the mud fights in the
rapeseed field in Spring; swimming in the pond to catch fish; using the peach tree resin to
catch the cicadas; catching dragonflies using the tuck nets made by ourselves in the
Summer; picking the unripe fruits in the trees and watching different types of ants fighting in
the autumn were all happy times. In the Winter a group of us would watch our neighbours
making newly stuffed sausages to be hung up for drying, with a long pole in our hands,
staring at those sausages for hours was one of the highlights of my childhood.
Special highlights in those early years were visits from travelling performance troupes who
spread the word through their stories of heroes; winning against all odds and of good
triumphing over oppression and tyranny. At the time much of this was lost to me, as I was so
young, but the images of these dynamic and passionate performers remains, their heroic
poses, gestures and the bright coloured backdrops. These images as I grew older were
reinforced further through the films of the time and how hope shone in the eyes and faces of
those stars.
The golden faced stoic characters that I portray are my personal inner interpretation of how
these images of the past have manifested inside of me now; of how the powerful visual
messages have left an indelible mark in my mind and heart.
By Zeng Huarong - June 2009

